X                                    PEEPACE.
venture the loss of their lovers upon such a subject; let such consider how small the satisfaction here proposed on the lady's part is, and that no gentleman can think hard a woman should be satisfied whether he is a Christian or a heathen; a man of religion or an atheist; and indeed no man of any tolerable share of sense, will address himself to a lady for marriage, but he will take care to anticipate her inquiries of that kind, by showing some concern, for knowing what she is herself.
The universal neglect of this trifle, both in men and women, is what this book is designed to correct, and there needs no greater satire upon that part, than the success of the several cases here related: (viz.) the happy life of the youngest sister, who came into the measures proposed; and the miserable condition of the second sister, who rashly threw herself into the arms of a man of differing principles from her own, though blessed with all the good-humour in the world.
In these accounts, the very great consequence of being equally yoked, is illustrated; and it appears here how essential a share of religion, and a harmony of principles in religion, are to the felicity of a conjugal life.
To those who do not cast off all concern for themselves; who do not make marrying a mere leap in the dark, and as the first lady expresses it, rushing like a horse into the battle, these things will be of some moment. As to those that are void of care of those matters, they must go on, and